Values education has characterized Philippine education after the1986 People's Power revolution. However, the understanding of values appears different in the varied regions with their distinctive cultural, historical and religious backgrounds. This research, based on classroom observations and interviews with teachers, clarifies how much their understandings on values have been diversified, especially between Christians and Muslims. On the analysis, Philippine Values education is based on the traditional values, which seem common in any part of the country, and UNESCO's framework, which seems to have universality in relation to any religious or cultural background. This paper discusses regional understandings on Values education through the analysis of class observations.
Introduction
The Philippines emphasize Values Education, which has characterized Philippine Education after the new era of the Philippine "People's Power" Revolution in 1986. "Values" invisible and not easy to evaluate, have ever sustained Filipinos' dignity and self-esteem as a democratic country in Asia. In present, the Philippine education is under the process of introducing K-12 system, kindergarten, 6 year elementary school, 4 year junior high school, and 2 year senior high school. 2 year senior high school is a new trial to make Philippine education equivalent to those of other ASEAN developed countries. However, the curriculum is still focusing into five learning areas, Filipino, English, Science, Mathematics and other Filipino learning subjects, composed of the Philippine history and politicaleconomic system, local cultures, crafts, arts, music and games and values education. Especially the secondary-school level stresses teaching, a value of love of the country, through Philippine history and political-economic system, and international relations that asks students to develop a healthy personal and national self-identity-the aim of Philippines Values education.
Philippine Values education seems to succeed in combining the development of personality and national-identity. Strengthening of nationalism is needed to encourage the people's motivation for national development. Philippine Values education finds support, on the other hand, in UNESCO's framework of Values Education that makes the Filipino Values legitimate in school. The Philippine Department of Education explains that the integration of values education into other subjects is a "laboratory of life" or a practice environment for holistic learning and may suggest the ideal way to develop humanity and nationalism, which would never turn into a narrow sectionalism, separatism or chauvinism.
This study aims to clearly describe how values education for national identity affects minorities with different religious / regional backgrounds, and considers whether values education for national identity warrants further development at the school level. Through the results of the class observations, the paper not only describes how UNESCO's values are effecting in class teaching but also analyzes what kinds of teaching methods are implemented in each class lesson in terms of the following categories: (1) Region, and (2) Religion (Mindanao-Christian / Mindanao-Muslim).
The class observations were conducted in Tagging City, the suburb of Metro Manila, and the area where some Muslim domestic immigrants have created their communities, and Mindanao State University attached high school, Marawi City, in the ARMM (Muslim Mindanao Autonomous Region) and capital of the province of Lanao del Sur on the island of Mindanao.
The Case of a Public High School in Tagig 1 -8 th Grade Values Education Class
Tagig National High School 2008/08/18 10:00-10:50"Values Education II: Reasons WHY parents separate" (The teacher asked the students if they were okay or not. Then she told the class to speak in English as intelligently as they could. Yes. They will pray that God (Allah) will make ways for them to get back together. Teacher: So Allah will make a way so that they will become a couple again. (Tells about the story of a famous boxer and his wifes who were having a rough patch in their relationship and went to church.) After going to church, they were on good terms again. So this means that prayer is a powerful weapon so that your parents will not separate. (She then asks if there were students whose parents are separated. No one raised their hands. A student said her parents were separated because her mother is working abroad. The teacher then added "One parent is working abroad" to the list of reasons.) When you grow up someday, when you start your own family, you will also be having a very nice family. Deciding where the children will go (who will have custody of the children). (The teacher tells a story of student whose parents separated and was depressed because she couldn't decide who to go with. In the end the student quit school and stayed with his/her grandmother.) The moral of our lesson today is number one, to pray, number two, to bond with the family, number three, to be understanding, number four, to accept. You have to accept because they are your mother and father. You cannot choose your parents. You could choose your wife/husband but not your parents. Did you like our lesson today? (She then asked again who were the students with separated parents and again, no one raised their hands.) Now, (calling a girl student name), you tell us, someday, what will you do so that you will have a strong and happy family. Student 19: I will love my husband and children.
The teacher taught something that priests say during weddings. The saying was "No man can separate what God has put together." This applies to couples who are bound by marriage. She then goes on to say that Marriage is something sealed by God and whatever problems they may have, they should not be separated). After giving the students their homework, the teacher then ended the class.〕 The Case of a National High School in Tagig 2 -2 nd Grade History Class The other one is the so-called "Carriers." The Bringers are the worshippers who are ready to worship the Lord and bring their offerings to our God to worship as a sign of love for the Lord. What are these offerings? They may be money or fruits that you want to give to the Lord that day as a sign of worship because you love the Lord. The Carriers are the group of people who have gifts. These gifts are what we call, "spiritual gifts". The Carriers are the pastors, the teachers in the church, the evangelists 4 (basically the people who bring others closer to God, teach what the Lord's teaches). They are the Carriers in the church. Let me ask you now, to which do you belong, the group of the Carriers or Bringers? Who says Carriers? Raise your hand. Why are you carriers, yes, (calling a girl student name)? Student 1: I shared the Word of God to my classmates when I was a first year student.
Teacher: How about now? Student 1: I will think about it (her answer). Teacher: Ok. She told us that she's a Carrier because when she was in her first year, she shared the Word of the Lord to her classmates. But now that she's a second-year student, she's thinking of ways on how to approach you and share with you the word of God. Because if God and the mandate of heaven are with the leader right now, everyone lives comfortably, everyone is happy with the government. So let's take a look here, the mandate of heaven disappears, what will happen to the country? Ok, (calling a student name.) Student 6: After the mandate of heaven disappears, different problems will exist such as floods, typhoons and revolution. Teacher: There will be people who oppose the government (perform rallies, protest, etc.) because they are not content with the government anymore. So they will protest against the government.
Ousting the leader would be demonstrated so that someone better could replace him/her. Ok, so this is it now, the mandate of heaven is not with the leader anymore so most likely there will be confusion or chaos. When I say chaos, disorder will set in. For example, one group is governing and then another group will also want to govern (thus resulting in chaos). This is what happened to China. Good thing, there was this one person who gave concern to China. Everyone was not contented, the people were not united. There was this one person who gave concern to the country. Remember class that as Muslims we should follow Qur'an, we should follow Allah. All the things that we supposed to do should be in according to the teachings of Qur'an. Remember class our stay in this world is just temporary we all die, so while we are still here on earth we should follow Allah. Ok, class. Assalamualaikum. Students: Aleikum salam.
(After this class observation, the teacher explained why she chose the topic for me to easily demonstrate how much the students understood Islamic values as well as how much their daily lives were naturally based on the them. )
The Case of Mindanao 2 -Practice teacher
On March 12, 2011, I attended classes in the Mindanao State University attached high school program which were managed by the university senior students who were studying Values education in class. These classes demonstrated the practice teachers' original teaching methods. One future teacher said, "According to Rizal, 'The youth is the hope of the nation.' So as the youth for today we should be responsible and loving individuals. We should love our family, friends, and environment and our country as well. As a student also we should follow the right path for the future of our nation. To follow this path we acquire good knowledge and put it into practice." Teacher: Most of the youth of today has lesser time spent talking with their parents rather than going with their friends, and that is where misunderstanding between the parents and the children starts, right? Basically, our parents know what's good for us, but we neglected that and follow our own way. Do you understand why our parents working hard all day long? [Students: Yes.] Teacher: Do you have any hard feelings for them? Some of you say yes, some says no. In our stage we often feel that they are not fair in providing our needs. Do you think they deserved of our care? Let me ask you. What will you do to be loved by your parents? Student 1: I will not do things against there will. Student 2: I will do things good to make them get impress of me. Teacher: But, actually the truth is you shouldn't have to do things to make them impress because your parents love you so much all the times. Ok. I have a story class. I guess some of you heard the story about the prodigal son. "The story is all about the younger son of the King who told his father to get the share of his inherited fortune because he get bored in their kingdom and go into the far away land and lived an extravagant life (drinking, gambling, etc..) until to a point that he has spent all of his money and then started to face the hardships in life, like working all day long and eat like a beggar. One day he come realized to go back to their kingdom, when his father saw him in his condition he told his servants to get a nice dress to his son and they will celebrate for that his son has come back. The prodigal son told his father to be not treated that way for that he disobeyed him and to repay for that he said to his father to treat him as one of his servants, but his father accept him and treat him as the same way before. (Some students start to cry because they might feel the love of their parents.) Teachers: (Sings a song as background music about love of parents for their children. The song is famous in the Philippines, expressing mutual love among close human relations, like families and friends). In another school lesson, a university student teacher had his class performing an exercise of drawing pictures. In the pictures, some styles of human relations were drawn to let students consider what kinds of relations they had in their daily lives. The student teacher explained that the purpose of showing them that type of drawing was to make them aware of the real problems of the Philippines such as social (prostitution and poverty), environmental, and political (corruption) problems. By installing these into the students' minds early, he reckoned, it would provide them a sense of responsibility to someday become good Filipino citizens and good leaders for the better future of the nation. This class seemed to have similar effects to those observed in the class above at the point of calling to the students' minds the realization of how much their parents loved them.
University student teachers were composed of Muslims and Christians, but they had the same critical minds, or a consciousness that a better realization of [one]selves and [one's] human relations, and better consideration for the environment, would lead their students to a deeper understanding of social structures and their problems.
The relation between Values education and Islamic concepts
At the Mindanao State University attached high school, some teachers responded to interviews on the Values education and Integrated subjects. Some teachers explained that values education has been integrated into all subject areas. They said values which worked in the locality of Mindanao were Peace and Order. There had always been uprisings in Mindanao because the Muslim people there were fighting for themselves-they wanted their Islamic Laws to be fully implemented in their place. The teachers tended to teach mostly Islamic values which they believed could make their students peaceloving citizens. Teachers believed that peaceful-minded students would contribute to the maintenance of peace and order in the country, values which are cores of Islamic concepts.
They continued to explain that only the national government, however, has ever gained benefit from the natural resources of Mindanao. For example, the national power (electricity) source in Mindanao was coming from the lake and yet only a handful of people received its benefits. That is why the Moro-Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) was fighting for real autonomy so that people in Mindanao could have the authority to use their own natural resources. A teacher also expressed himself as a 'Filipino-Muslim' because he lived in the Philippines as a Muslim living in a "Bangsa-Moro Land (land of the Filipino Muslims);" In present, however, the autonomy is granted by the government. The Islamic idea of Bangsa as a country and the term Moros that Filipino Muslims' use to distinguish themselves now express their identity.
On October 15, 2012, the Philippine government has finally reached a framework peace agreement with MILF. In 1996, however, the government had already signed the another Final Peace Agreement with the largest group MNLF (the Moro National Liberation Front) at that time in what was supposed to be the end of the Moro armed struggle in Mindanao. On that agreement and following elections, MNLF majorities were elected as the governors and board members of the ARMM. Unfortunately, other factions within the MNLF were not satisfied with this peace pact. Their desires for complete secession from the Philippine sovereignty led to the establishment of the MILF, which became another challenge to Ramos and other governments' efforts to bring peace in Mindanao after two decades of negotiations with the MNLF.
President Benigno Aquino said, this time 2012 pace agreement admitted the establishment of Bansa Moro, that Muslims living in Mindanao had hoped from the first stage with the Philippine government in 1960's which aimed at extending power, revenues and territory granted for a new Muslim autonomous region.
By the start of Bansa Moro, some educational reform would be remarkable in the future. However, as the principal of a high school in Mindanao elucidated, values education will be vital3, because it is through values education that they can instill moral values to the students. Teachers would inculcate into their students' minds the values that are found in the Qur'an, such as honesty, integrity, patience, love of the country, etc. They were values from the government's value framework which had been made mainly by Christians in Manila. The principal emphasized, however, that these were also significant in terms of Islamic values in order to be good citizens following the Qur'an that a Muslim should do.
He said, "We do follow the Qur'an because we love Allah, we obey Allah. To attain peace in our land, values education helps a lot. You know, peace is within us, the problem is that other people pretend to have these good values in themselves but they are not doing it, but if they do there will be no problem in Mindanao. Muslims are peace loving person that is why we want our autonomy." The class observations in Tagig and Marawi City illustrated that the approaches and understanding of teaching values were diversified, as well as unified as the 'same' values among different regions, culture and religions. If each value had been defined as concrete concepts, they could not have succeeded as a national values framework. Especially, the adoption of UNESCO's universal concepts seemed to be working as a buffer amongst the different pedagogical approaches being adopted in the various regions. As Table 1 , "The Values Map: Core and Related Areas," indicates, Filipino Values education is composed of various universal as well as traditional values. In spite of the difficulties of dividing universal elements from traditional, a diversified society needs to unify both of them in their daily life in order to be tolerant, or open-minded towards people from any nation. The Philippines is aiming at making a 'unity in diversity,' in which values education would prove effective as an educational means or vehicle for making peace in Mindanao.
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